ESSENTIAL  40 #40 – MAN'S ULTIMATE DESTINY II

HEAVEN - THE ULTIMATE HOPE

VERSES
New!

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACH ABOUT HEAVEN?

It is indescribable in human terms!
1 Corinthians 2:9 - "However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”—" 

It will be completely NEW!


NEW heaven and earth!
II Peter 3:12b,13 - That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire and the elements will melt in the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness."

Revelation 21:1 -  "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea."

NEW  Jerusalem!
Revelation 21:10 – "And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God."

NEW  you!
I John 3:1,2 - How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not been made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is."

Romans 8:29 - For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers."

Ephesians 1:4 - "For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight."

Philippians 1:6 -  "being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."

NEW bodies!
Philippians 3:20,21 - But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body."

John 20:19 -  "On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you!' " 
Luke 24:36,51 - "While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 'Peace be with you.'……While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven."

I Corinthians 15:35-57 – "But someone may ask, 'How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?'  How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else.  But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.  All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another.  There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.  So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  So it is written: 'The first man Adam became a living being'; the last Adam, a lifegiving spirit.  The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual.  The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven.  As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.  I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 'Death has been swallowed up in victory."  "Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?'  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
John 12:24 – "I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds."
II Corinthians 4:18-5:1 – "So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands."

NEW relationship with God!
John 17:24 - "Father, I want those you have given to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world."

Revelation 21:3 - "And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.' "

I Thessalonians 4:17 – "After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever."

NEW clothes!
Revelation 6:11 – "Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed."

NEW knowledge!
I Corinthians 13:12 - "Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known."


NEW joy!
Isaiah 35:10 - "and the ransomed of the Lord will return.  They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.  Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away."

Psalm 16:11 - "You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand."

Good Riddance!


NO light bulbs!
Revelation 21:24 – "The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it."

NO locks!
Revelation 21:25 – "On no day will its gates ever be shut . . ."


NO night!
Revelation 21:25 – " . . .  for there will be no night there."


NO curse!
Revelation 22:3 - "No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him." 

NO droughts!
Revelation 22:1,2 – "Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations."

Psalm 46:4 – "There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy place where the Most High dwells."


NO sea (no pollution-the sea is big sewage dump)!
Revelation 21:1 – "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea."


NO suffering!
Romans 8:18, 22, 23; II Cor 5:4 - "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us….We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoptions as son, the redemption of our bodies……For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed, but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling."


NO more criminals, immorality, and Satanism!
Revelation 21:8, 27, 22:15 – "But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.…..Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life……Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood."


NO more hospitals, nursing homes, funerals, and cemeteries!
Revelation 21:4 – "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."


NO more hunger or thirst!
Revelation 7:16 – "Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat."
It will be the Greatest!


GREATEST accommodations!
John 14:2 - "In my Father's house are many room; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you."

Revelation 21:15-16 – "The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls.  The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia [about 1400 miles] in length, and as wide and high as it is long."
Revelation 21:11, 19-21 – "It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal…..The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass."

Isaiah 54:11-12 - "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not comforted, I will build you with stones of turquoise, your foundations with sapphires.  I will make your battlements of rubies, your gates of sparkling jewels, and all your walls of precious stones."


GREATEST company!
Hebrews 12:22-24 - "But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel."

Revelation 5:11-13 – "Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a loud voice they sang: 'Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!' "

Revelation 21:27 – "Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life."

GREATEST music!
Revelation 5:8,9,12 – "And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song: 'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation…..In a loud voice they sang: 'Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!' " 

Revelation 14:2-3 - "And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth." 

Revelation 15:2-3 - "And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages." 

Revelation 19:1-5 -"After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!”" 


GREATEST communion service!
Revelation 5:9-14 – "And they sang a new song: 'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.'  Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  In a loud voice they sang: 'Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!'  Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: 'To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!'  The four living creatures said, 'Amen,' and the elders fell down and worshiped."


GREATEST rest!
John 14:2 -  "In my Father's house are many room; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you."

Revelation 14:13 – "Then I heard a voice from heaven say, 'Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.'  'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.' "

GREATEST work and responsibility!
I Corinthians 6:2-3 -"Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?…Do you not know that we will judge angels?"

Revelation 5:9-10 – "And they sang a new song: 'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.' "
Revelation 7:15 – "And he said, 'These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.' "
Revelation 20:4 – "I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years."
Revelation 22:3-5 – "I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years."

II Timothy 2:12 - "If we endure, we will also reign with him."

Matthew 19:28 – "Jesus said to them, 'I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.' "


GREATEST party!
Revelation 19:7-9 – " 'Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.' (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)  Then the angel said to me, 'Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'  And he added, 'These are the true words of God.' "


GREATEST riches!
Revelation 21:11,19-21 – "It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal…..The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.  The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass."

Romans 8:17 - "Now if we are children, then we are heirs---heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his suffering in order that we may also share in his glory."

Hebrews 1:2 - "but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe."

I Peter 1:4 – "and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you,"

GREATEST reward!
Matthew 25:21,23 - "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master's happiness. . . . "“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’"
I Corinthians 3:12-14 – "If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward."
II Corinthians 9:6 – "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously."

I Thessalonians 2:19-20 - "for what is our hope, our joy, or the crown which we glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed, you are our glory and joy."
II Timothy 4:7-8 - "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on that day---and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing."

Hebrews 10:34-35 – "You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.  So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded."
Revelation 2:17 – "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it."

Revelation 3:4 – "Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy."

Revelation 6:11 – "Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed."
QUESTIONS?

1. Will there be male and female in heaven?

Matthew 22:30 - "At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven."

Luke 24:31,39-43 – "Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight….Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.'  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, 'Do you have anything here to eat?'  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence."

John 20:14,15 – " 'They have taken my Lord away,' she said, 'and I don't know where they have put him.' At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  Woman,' he said, 'why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?'  Thinking he was the gardener, she said, 'Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.' "

2. Will there be fun in heaven?

Matthew 17:3 – "Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus."

Proverbs 17:22 - "A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones."

Luke 6:21 - "Blessed are you who hunger now for, for you will be satisfied.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh."

Luke 15:10 - "In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

3. How can we be happy in heaven when people are in hell?

Revelation 18:10,20 - Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: 'Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power!  In one hour your doom has come!'….Rejoice over her, O heaven!  Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets!  God has judged her for the way she treated you.' " 

4. Will there be rank in heaven?

Matthew 5:19 – "Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."

Matthew 18:4 - "Whoever, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

Matthew 25:21 - "The man who has received the five talents brought the other five.  'Master, he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents.  See, I  have gained two more.  His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master's happiness."

Mark 10:31 - "But many who are first will be last, and last first."
Luke 19:21-27 – "I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.'  His master replied, 'I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?  Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?'  Then he said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.'  'Sir,' they said, 'he already has ten!'  He replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away.  But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of me.' " 
5. Is heaven a place?

I Kings 8:27 - "But will God really dwell on earth?  The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.  How much less this temple I have built!"

Psalm 33:13-14 - "From heaven the Lord looks down, and sees all mankind; from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth---he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do."

Luke 17:21 – "nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."

Isaiah 57:15 - "For this is what the high and lofty One says---he who lives forever, whose name is holy:  I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite."

John 14:1-2 - "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you."

Hebrews 9:24 - For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence." 


Hebrews 10:1-2 – "The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming--not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship.  If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins."
6. Are we already experiencing heaven to some degree?
Ephesians 2:6 - "and God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus."

Hebrews 12:22-24 – "But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel."

7. Will we progress in heaven?

I Peter 1:12 - "It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of these things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things."

8. Will we have memory in heaven?

Luke 16:27-28 - "He answered, 'then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers.  Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'"

Revelation 6:10-11 – "They called out in a loud voice, 'How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?'  Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed."

Hebrews 12:1 - "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles us, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us."

IS IT ONLY PIE IN THE SKY?

2. It is only for those who will love being there:

I John 2:15-17 -  "Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world---the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and boasting of what he has and does---comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever."

HOW SHOULD OUR HOPE AFFECT US TODAY?

1. Can we experience heaven at all today?

Luke 17:21 – "nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."

2. What should our attitude be to this present world?

I Peter 2:11 - "Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul."

I John 2:15-17 -  "Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world---the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and boasting of what he has and does---comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever."
3. What effect should heaven on the way we live today?

I Thessalonians 2:19,20 -"For what is our home, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes?  Is it not you?  Indeed, you are our glory and joy."
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